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by Franklin Fisher, Starsand Stripes

TAEGU, South Korea—Army Spc. Shawn McK oy remembersthe
sobering news that an Army logistics unit moving in convoy was
ambushedin Iragin March.

The unit, the 507th Maintenance Company, was ambushed March
23 near Nasiriyah, with unit memberskilled or captured.

The news had special bearing on troopslike M cK oy, with the 595th
Maintenance Company.

“Everybody alwaysthinks, ‘ Oh, thiscan’t happentome’causel’m
combat support,” but that made us realize, ‘Hey, it can happen,’”
McKoy said of the deadly Iraq attack.

The595th— at K-16Air Basein Seoul — is part of the 498th Corps
Support Battalion, whose companiesare similar to the oneambushed
in Irag, the 507th Maintenance Company. Both are combat service
support, or CSS, units — mechanics, clerks, drivers, cooks,
communications troops and othersin a host of logistics jobs.

So McKoy and his fellow troops said they were taking things
seriously last week when their battalion practiced what to do if
they’re ever ambushed in convoy.

Though the exercise was planned before the Iraq war, events there
lent it special urgency, said Capt. Peter Boyer, the battalion’s
operationsofficer.

“We planned it well in advance of what happened in Iraq with the
507th,” Boyer said. “What happened with the 507th just kind of
reinforced why we need to do thiskind of training.”

Boyer said the exercise ran from June 21 to June 25 in mostly wet
weather at two training grounds north of the Imjin River: the Dragon
Head training area about 10 miles northwest of Camp Garry Owen
and the North Carolina Range.

Under the exercise scenario, a group of four Army cargo trucks
moves down adirt road when explosives go off, signaling the start
of an enemy ambush that knocks out the lead truck.

The soldiers disembark, draw into battle formation, then mount a

Soldiers of the Army’s 498th Corps Support Battalion in South
Korea advance on pop-up targets that simulate enemy troops
during mock convoy ambush exercise using live ammunitiion.
U.S. Army photo.

counterattack, assaulting the enemy in teamsthat “bound” forward
one at atime, the stationary team laying down covering fire for the
team that’s dashing forward.

The exercise also afforded them practice in map reading from a
moving vehicle, using radiosto call in situation reports, and requests
for medical and other help. Sergeants took charge of their troops
under mock combat conditions and organized and led the
counterattack.

“You gotta stress individual movement techniques,” Boyer said.
“Low crawl, high crawl, three- to five-second buddy rushes, being
able to dismount the vehicle and they need to get under cover

continued on page2
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Afghan insurgents attack U.S. troops

by Todd Pitman

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) - Insurgents attacked U.S. troops in
southeastern Afghanistan, sparking a gunbattle in which American
helicopterswerecalled infor strikes, themilitary said Saturday.

Meanwhile, a U.S. Army soldier died Saturday when his vehicle
flipped over elsewhere in the southeast of the country, the military
said. Aninvestigation was under way to determine the cause of the
accident, which occurred near a U.S. base in Orgun in Paktika
province.

The gunbattle erupted Friday el sewherein Paktikaprovince- near a
U.S. base in Shkin, a volatile town near the Pakistan border, U.S.
military spokesman Col. Rodney Davissaidin astatement.

AnAmerican patrol near the base came under attack from about 10
insurgents. The troops called in support from helicopter gunships,
and the attackers scattered.

The gunbattle was the latest in a series of stepped-up attacks by
rebels in Afghanistan over the last several months. The insurgents
arebelieved to beamix of holdoutsfrom theformer Taliban regime,
members of thea-Qaidaterrorist network and loyalists of Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar, aformer primeminister.

On Wednesday, three U.S. special forces soldiers were shot - one
later died from hiswounds- by attackersnear Gardez, another eastern

Support troopsprepar efor sneak attackscontinued

quick, they also need to respond or engage enemy targets as soon
as possible.”

Saff Sgt. Edwin Burgos, agenerator mechanic in the company, acted
as platoon sergeant for the exercise.

“They knew that oncethey heard the simulators going off, that they
were to dismount and set up aperimeter and that their team leaders
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Pfc. Joshua Johnson of Army’s 498th Corps Support Battalion
getsin position with his weapon during a mock convoy ambush
exercisein South Korea. U.S. Army photo.

town.

About 11,500 coalition troops, most of them Americans, are in
Afghanistan carrying out operations against the guerrillas. The
Taliban government wastoppledinaU.S.-led war in 2001.

Soldierstransport Iragi missilesto a safer place for further
testing Friday. AP photo by Bullit Marquez.

www.goor dnance.

apg.army.mil

along with myself would be assigning sectors of fire,” Burgos said
of histroops. “For myself, it was more of a practical experience of
knowing where to position everybody and ensuring that we had
proper communication.”

Pfc. Ryan Eno isagenerator mechanic who learned what to doin a
road ambush.

“First thing s, get out of the vehicle and get down ontheground ...
get yourself set up and look for ... the enemy and keep your sectors
of fire away from your comrades so you don’t threaten their lives,”
Eno said.

“You need to say thingsloudly so everyone can hear you,” he said.
“That's especially important when you start bounding ... They need
to know where to keep their fire shifted to and away from, and of
course making sure to follow what orders are being brought down
from the squad leader and the team leader.”

“AsaCSSunit we'requitevulnerable, just like 507th Maintenance
Company was ... and likethe 507th, we' re out there, we' re moving
troops, we're a key target just because we're carrying the assets
that the infantry and the armor need,” Boyer said. “ That’s who we
support. We're less defended and that makes us a good target and
our guys, they need to be prepared to fight and defend themselves,
especially in convoys.”
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|ragi operations net Baath officials, sympathizers

by Jim Garamone, American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, June 30, 2003 —Coalition forces detai ned thousands
of suspected Baath Party members and sympathizers during
Operations Desert Scorpion and Sidewinder, Combined Joint Task
Force 7 officials said today.

Desert Scorpion, which launched June 15, has resulted in 1,330
individuals being detained to date. Members of the 1st Armored
Division and the 4th Infantry Division a so confiscated hundreds of
weapons and thousands of rounds of ammunition during the
operation.

Operation Sidewinder, whichisprimarily inthe4th Infantry Divison's
area, began June 29, DaoD officialssaid. Iron Horsedivision soldiers
conducted eight raidson thefirst day of the operation. They detained
32 people and confiscated a number of weapons. A Baath Party
colonel was among those detained, officials said.

CJTF 7 officialssaid U.S. forces are being aggressive in patrolling
and maintaining security throughout the country.

“Whether or not there is a named operation, we remain very
aggressiveinour patrolling activities,” said Marine Mgj. Sean Gibson,
aCJTF 7 spokesman. “Our goa isto remove Baath Party officials,
terrorists and criminal elements who are preventing peace and
security in Irag and slowing rebuilding in the country.”

Sidewinder is in the so-called “Sunni Triangle” — Baghdad, Ar

CENTCOM: Missing soldiers

remains recovered

BAGHDAD, Irag—Two soldiers, assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 18th
Field Artillery Regiment, deployed here from Fort Sill, Okla., who
were discovered missing on June 25, have been found dead west of
Al Taji onJune 28.

Thesoldiers, Sgt. 1st Class Philippe Gladimir and Private 1st Class
Kevin C. Ott, were discovered missing at approximately 11:30 a.m.
fromtheir post approximately 40 kilometers north of Baghdad, when
they failed to respond to acommunications check. Upon arriving on
location, asearch patrol found no trace of the soldiers, their weapons
or their high mobility multi-wheeled vehicle ( HMMWV).

A thorough coordinated search was conducted to | ocate the soldiers.
Numerous raids and searches were conducted throughout the area
where the soldiers were |ast seen.

Personal items of the soldiers were found during a house-to-house
search at 3 p.m. on June 27. Four individualsweretaken into custody.
TheHMMWYV wasdiscovered at 3:30 p.m. June 27 approximately 33
kilometers northwest of Hamamiyat. The weapons have not been
found.

A total of 12 Iragis were detained during the searches for possible
involvement in the situation.

Theincident is currently under investigation.

Ramadi and Tikrit. The area was a Saddam stronghold and many
supporters of the former regime reside there.

On June 28, two soldiers missing since June 25 were found dead.
Thebodiesof Sgt. 1st Class Philippe Gladimir and Pfc. Kevin C. Ott,
both of the 3rd Battalion, 18th FieldArtillery, were discovered west
of Al Taji —about 40 kilometers north of Baghdad.

CJTF 7 officials said their Humvee was discovered via an aerial
search. Personal items of the soldierswere found during ahouse-to-
house search on June 27, and four individuals were taken into
custody.

A total of 12 Iragis have been detained as a result of the incident.
“All commanders are looking at the situation to see what they can
do to improve force-protection matters,” Gibson said.
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A Palestinian security officer speaks with an Israeli army
officer at Netzarim Junction. Israel agreed yesterday to reopen
the junction, which serves as north-south route through the
Gaza Strip. (AP photo)

Sgt. Donald Tabb of 65th Military Police Company, 503rd
Battalion, 16th brigade is being searched after instructing
Iragi police on how to conduct vehicle and personal searches,
during Operation Iraqgi Freedom, June 25. U.S. Army photo
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Sudy: emergency respondersunprepared

by Jennifer C. Kerr

WASHINGTON (AP) - Nearly two years after the Sept. 11 attacks,
the United States remains “dangerously unprepared” to handle
another catastrophic attack, according to a study by the Council on
Foreign Relations.

The government saysit already has done some of what the council
suggested and is working on other recommendations.

The report said the main problem is that emergency responders on
the front lines - police, fire, public health and other officials - are
drastically underfinanced and lack the equipment or training they
need.

The council, a New York-based private world affairs advocacy
organization, recommended spending $98 hillion beyond the $27
billion it said the federal government planned to spend on first
responders over the next five years.

Gordon Johndroe, a spokesman for the Department of Homeland
Security, said Sunday that the conclusion that an additional $98
billion is needed for first respondersis “grossly inflated.” He said
officialsalready haveimplemented or arein the process of puttingin
effect others of the report’s suggestions.

The council’stask forcewasled by former Sen. Warren Rudman, R-
N.H., with JamieMetzl, aformer Nationa Security Council and Senate
Foreign Relations Committee official, directing the project.

Rudman said the government must take immediate steps to ensure
that the nation’s emergency officials are prepared to respond to a
chemical, biological or radiological attack.

“We are dealing with the possibility of tens of thousands of

casualties. And we must deal withit. Thisisnot aquestion of, ‘ Can
we? It's a question of we must,” Rudman said Sunday on NBC's
“Meet the Press.”

Metzl, also appearing on NBC, said police chiefs have complained
about the lack of protective suits, and health officials do not have
the resources they need to analyze basic biological or chemical
agents.

Thereisareal danger,” said Metzl.

The report found that, on average, fire departments across the
country have only enough radios to equip half the firefighterson a
shift and breathing apparatuses for only athird.

The commission included former White House adviser Richard
Clarke, former FBI and CIA director William Webster and former
military officials, businessleaders and Nobel laureates.

The study followed on asimilar task force report the council issued
last October.

Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge
delivers his address
Thursday, June 19, 2003, in
<. Paul, Minn., at a
symposium on the future of
homeland security in
America. (AP Photo/ Paul
Battaglia)

US soldiers on a humvee patrol
a street on the oustkirts of
Baghdad, Irag while an oil
bunker burns in the background

Monday June 30, 2003. During
the war, Iragi forcesloyal to
ousted ruler Saddam Hussein,
set fire to several oil bunkersto
confuse attacking fighter jets,
but many now are started
looters or by accidents. (AP
Photo/Ali Haider)
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All-volunteer force has ‘come of age,” Chu says

by Gerry J. Gilmore, American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, June 27, 2003 —After 30
yearsof existence, America sall-volunteer

“Wehaveto beabit above average (in military pay) if we' regoing to
ask young people to accept the

. hardships and the risks associated

= Withthiscalling,” Chuemphasized.

force has proven to be a success, DoD’s
top personnel official said here June 27.

Yet, when the all-volunteer concept was
launched on July 1, 1973, “therewere many
naysayers who said this wouldn’t work,”
David S.C. Chu, the undersecretary of
defense for personnel and readiness,
noted.

The British had a volunteer military, Chu
observed, but it was much smaller force
than America’s. Consequently, the U.S.
effort “was unknown territory,” he said.

“It's extraordinary ... how successful”
America sal- volunteer force has become,
Chu pointed out, noting the volunteer
military is“amuch better force” than the
old conscripted force.

“People (in uniform) really want to be

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION

DoD is aso working on reducing the
out-of -pocket expenses for service
members housing, he added, as well
aswheretroops are assigned and how
often.

It's also important, Chu noted, that
service members perform thejobsthat
they’ve been trained for.

“You can't stick (a service member
into) some other ‘slot,” hoping a
‘square peg’ will fit into a ‘round
hole,’” heexplained, noting, “ That'sa
serious mistake.”

Also, DoD must “be thoughtful” of
the concerns of service memberswith
families, Chu observed.A related issue
is jobs and careers for spouses, he

noted. One remedy, he continued, is
———d

there,” heemphasized, adding, “ They want
to do their job.”

Asevidence, Chu pointed to U.S. military successesinAfghanistan
and Iraq as part of the war against global terrorism.

And similar exemplary American military performancewaswitnessed
inthe 1991 Persian Gulf War, he noted.

Chu maintained “that conflict made believers of the few remaining
doubters that we had,” regarding the viability of an all-volunteer

military.

The success of the all-
volunteer force owes
muchto the patriotism and
“best instincts” of
American youth who
serve, Chu explained.

Such young men and
women want “to do
something meaningful, to serve, to contribute, to feel proud about
what they’re doing —and | feel that’s what we offer,” he added.

And service members are better treated today, Chu observed, noting
that people were handled “ asif they were acommodity” during the
draft era

Another factor contributing to the success of today’s volunteer
military is better pay, he noted.

~  concentrating military populations at
fewer locations, such ashow the Navy
concentrates its military housing around San Diego.

This way, sailors change jobs “but they still live in the San Diego
area,” he noted.

Another DoD concernintoday’sall-volunteer force, Chu remarked,
iswhether military familiesare obtaining agood education for their
children, noting, “regrettably that’'s not true everyplace” where
service members are stationed.

However, he noted DoD is now working with state governors and
local officialsto find waysto improvethe educational experiencefor
children of service members.

Yet, overal, Chu citesthe all-volunteer military asasuccess, noting
the system has “come of age.”

Poll after poll, Chu pointed out, showsthatAmericansgreatly respect
and appreciate the accomplishments of their all-volunteer military.

WWW.goar my.com
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A soldier runsto take
position during an early
morning raid in Baghdad,
Iraq, Monday June 30,
2003. A massive sweep that
has already involved more
than 20 lightning raids
and netted at least 60
suspects in towns across a
wide swath of Iraq moved
into its second day Monday
as USforcestry to mop up
resistance and stem
attacks. (AP Photo/
Saurabh Das)

NATO-led for ce to assume peacekeeping command in Kabul

by Kevin Dougherty, Stars and Stripes

CASTEAU, Belgium — At aNATO commander’s conference this
month, British army Gen. Jack Deverell spoke of his staff'srolein
supporting a peacekeeping force in Afghanistan and how it has“a
new spring in its step.”

Deverdll, thecommander-in-chief of Allied Forces Northern Europe,
and his staff now have apair of commandersto work with asthe new
NATO mission to Afghanistan begins to take shape.

Command of theinternational peacekeeping contingent in Kabul is
dated to passAug. 11 from a German-Netherlands unit to aNATO
forceled by German army Lt. Gen. Goetz Gliemeroth. Canadian army
Magj. Gen. Andrew Lesliewill serve as deputy commander of what
NATO callsthe International Stabilization and Assistance Force.

U.S. Marine Gen. James L. Jones, the supreme allied commander
Europe, announced the appointments last week.

“We're going in with a clear understanding of what we've been
asked to do,” Jones told reporters following the commander’s

conference.

Gliemerothand Ledliewill lead aforce of roughly 5,000, said German
Lt. Col. Hartmut Beilmann, a NATO spokesman. The current
multinational force numbersabout 4,600.

Inall, the coalition has roughly 11,500 troops in Afghanistan, most
of them U.S. servicemembersbased at Bagram airfield.

Themain role of the NATO forcewill beto assist the reconstruction
efforts of theAfghan Transitional Authority in such areas as security
and training of its national army.

Deverell said at the commander’ s conference two weeks ago that he
wants “to get away from thisidea that our influence is defined by
lines on the ground.” The current international force operates
primarily in and around Kabul, theAfghan capital.

Soon after the NATO-led force gets settled, the Afghans will
conveneal oyaJirga, or agrand council, in October. In addition, an
election istentatively scheduled for early next year.
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U.S. returns Syriansinjured in clash

DAMASCUS, Syria(AP) - The United States hasreturned five Syrian
border guards who were taken by American forces after being
wounded during a battle on the Syrian-lragi border, a Syrian
government spokesman said Monday.

With the handover, Damascus and Washington sought to quietly
contain thefallout from an attack that could havefurther hurt relations
already strained over the U.S.-led war and occupation in Iraqg.

The battle took place June 18 when U.S. warplanes and ground
troops attacked a convoy thought to include fugitive Iragi leaders
fleeing into Syria. The fighting spilled over into Syrian territory,
wounding the five, though the circumstances remain unclear.

Thefive guards were handed over to the Syrian side of the Syrian-
Iragi border and taken to a hospital for further treatment, the
government spokesman said Monday, quoted by the official news
agency SANA. Thereport had no further details.

For days, Syrianand U.S. officials had been working out detailsfor
handing over the border guards, three of whom were seriously injured
inthefighting and weretaken to amilitary hospital in Baghdad. The

other two were treated in western Iraqg.

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaasaid Sunday that Damascus
wanted to avoid escal ating tensi ons withWashington. “ This subject
has had media attention more than it deserved,” he told a press
conference.

U.S. officials have been unableto explain the full circumstances of
the clash near the desert border post of Abu Kamal, including why
houses in a nearby village and the vehicles were struck and who
was being targeted.

The U.S. military suspected at the time that officials of Saddam
Hussein's deposed regime were trying to escape into Syria. One
Iragi waskilledintheattack, U.S. officialssaid.

Theviolencethreatened to further damage U.S.-Syrian relations.

Syriawas a loud opponent of the U.S.-led invasion of Irag, while
U.S. officials at one stage accused Damascus of harboring fleeing
former Iragi officials and sending weapons to Saddam’s forces -
claims Syriarejected.

North Korea criticizes U.S., warns U.N.

by DafnaLinzer

UNITED NATIONS (AP) - North Koreasharply criticized the
United States Friday in aletter warning the U.N. Security Council
to take a neutral stance regarding Pyongyang's nuclear ambitions.

Thefive-page letter, submitted by North Korean Ambassador Pak
Gil Yon, was peppered with fiery language accusing Washington
of threatening his country and violating international treaties.

Tensions between North Korea and the rest of the world have
escalated in recent months as the communist regime admitted
nuclear weapons programs and threatened to sell the technology
to others.

The United States, which has dubbed North Korea part of the
“axisof evil” along with Iran and Saddam Hussein’sIraq, has

proposed the Security Council issue a statement denouncing

North Korea'snuclear program.

The letter, a copy of which was obtained by The Associated
Press, called on the Security Council not be influenced by the
American position.

“The Security Council has an obligation to judge ... whether or
not it would bejustifiable for one member state of the United
Nations to stifle another member state.”

Still, North Koreawantsbilateral talkswith the United States
following by athree-way meeting with the Chinese scheduled for
April inBeijing.

The United States agreed earlier this month to move most of the
37,000Americantroopsin South Koreaaway from thedemilita-

rized zone separating it from North Koreaand may ask the
Security Council to pass a resolution supporting efforts to
intercept shipments of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons
materialsfrom North Koreaor other countries.

The North Korean ambassador lashed out at both moves, calling
the troop redeployment aviolation of international law and
suggested that the intercepts were designed to pressure
Pyongyang.

stop infiltration of North Korean soldiers, on Yeonpyeong
Island, Thursday, June 26, 2003. About a year ago on June 29 a
firefight broke out between two Koreas' navy boats off this
island, killing six South Korean sailors. Yeonpyeong Islands is
120 kilometers (75 miles) west of Seoul, South Korea's capital.
(AP Photo/ Korea POOL)
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African leaders seek U.S. peace

by Edward Harris

ACCRA, Ghana (AP) - West African leaders have proposed an
international force that would include 2,000 U.S. troops to restore
peacein Liberia, officials said Monday.

The United Stateshas expressed awillingnessfor somerolein efforts
to bring peaceto Liberia, though it has made no specific agreement
to supply troops.

“We arelooking at an international force, and we arelooking at the
various ways we can support it,” the United States' deputy U.N.
ambassador, RichardWilliamson, said inAccra.

President Bush is scheduled to visit Africa in July and regional
leaders are hoping for acommitment of U.S. troopsbeforehisarrival

West African leaders, meeting in Ghana, discussed a proposal for a
5,000-strong force to separate rebel forces and those of Liberian
President CharlesTaylor, international officialssaid.

Nations in the region would contribute 3,000 troops to the force,
with theremainder coming from the United States, the officialssaid
on condition of anonymity.

France, Britain, U.N. diplomats and both sidesin Liberia'sfighting
have pushed for anAmerican rolein apeaceforcefor acountry that
was founded by freed American slavesin the 19th century and was
aregiona U.S. ally and trade partner during the ColdWar.

So far, the United States has only made repeated callsfor Liberia's
rebels and government to honor a June 17 cease-fire agreement. A
State Department spokeswoman, Amanda Batt, said that
Washington was ready to participate in monitoring efforts.

Bushisscheduled to visit fiveAfrican nationsin July in atrip meant
to show his administration’s commitment toAfrica, though Liberia
is not among the stops.

Fighting betweenTaylor’ sforcesand the rebel sfighting to oust him
killed hundreds of trapped civilians in the capital, Monrovia, this
month. Rebels have fought for three years to take the capital and
unseat Taylor inawar that hasdisplaced morethan 1 million Liberians
and resulted in widespread abuses against civilians.

Bush has urged Taylor, who has been indicted for war crimes, to
resign.

U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Saturday called for an
international peaceforce and urged an unspecified Security Council
member take alead role - astatement widely assumed to refer tothe
United States.

“Therearelotsof expectationsthat the United Statesmay be prepared
to lead thisforce,” Annan said Monday in Geneva. “ Of course that
isasovereign decision for them to take but all eyes are on them.”

Liberia srebelsalso appeaed for U.S. involvement.

force

ity

Government soldiers ride on jeeps in the convoy of Liberian
President Charles Taylor as he tours the Liberian capital
Monrovia Sunday, June 29, 2003. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)

“TheAmericans can lead the force, and the West Africans can play
a supporting role,” Charles Bennie, arebel envoy, said in Accra,
Ghana, site of talksthat have been suspended since renewed fighting
last week shattered the cease-fire.

Therebel official pledged that his side would not target Americans
if they got in the middle of another Liberian cease-fire.

“1f they get involved they will not face hostilities” from rebels, Bennie
said. “I don’t know about Taylor’ sforces- although | don't think his
troopswill fightAmericans.”

Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge unveiled the
department’s new seal, which features an eagle and a
shield with images of the land, sea and air during a visit
to Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Harrison
Township, Mich., Thursday, June 19, 2003. The shield also
has 22 stars, one for each agency that was folded into the
Department of Homeland Security. (AP Photo/Department
of Homeland Security, ho)
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DoD officials discuss Asia-Pacific region challenges

by Jim Garamone, American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, June 27, 2003 — The United States is looking at
changing the “footprint” of American forces around the world. But
theAsia-Pacific region remainsimportant and any changesthe U.S.
makesthere does not herald disengagement, said DoD leadersduring
testimony before a House subcommittee June 26.

Peter Rodman, assistant defense secretary for international security
affairs, and Adm. Thomas Fargo, commander of U.S. Pacific

New Intranet tool tokeegp NCO-ERs

on time
by Staff Sgt. MarciaTriggs

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, June27, 2003) - TheArmy has
developed a tool to monitor the timeliness and error rate of
Noncommissioned Officer Evaluation Reportsoncethey reach their
final stop in Indianapolis.

Out of the 181,809 NCOs on active duty, about 10 percent of their
evaluation reportsareturned in late and about 3 percent have errors,
said Master Sgt. Gary Adams, chief of the NCO Evaluation Branch
at EREC. Theerror rateisactually down fromlast year, whichwas 7
percent, Adams said.

A link titled NCO-ER Online Reports at the Web site,
www.EREC.army.mil, can be accessed by personnel specialistswho
are charged with managing soldiers' files and senior leaders with
command and control authority.

"The Army’s human resources community has the opportunity to
tap into EREC’s data base to track what NCO-ERS have been
processed,” Adams said. “They don’t haveto call or email us, and
wait for usto respond.”

The link is only to be used by persons with proper justification,
Adams said. When individuals go to the site they have to request
permission, and | won't approve an individual who just wantsto see
if hisNCO-ER has been processed, he added.

Personal records can bereviewed by going to EREC’slinks: Official
Military Personnel File Online or Personnel Data Snapshot,Adams
said.

Although the link has been operational since late May, Adams said
he still receives numerous e-mailsfrom personnel specialistsasking
him if reports have reached EREC. “I get a lot of requests from
individualswho want to go to the site, but they’ re not the oneswho
should be taking advantage of the information,” he said.

The officer corps does not have a similar tracking system because
the size of the forceis smaller, according to officials at the Officer
Evaluation Reports Branch. Thereare approximately 70,000 officers
on active duty, according to Army Demographics Profile.

(PERSCOM’s Tecia Williams contributed information to thisreport.)

Command, told the representatives of the House Asia-Pacific
subcommitteethat the United Statesis capitalizing on the experiences
of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom as they
implement changes.

“The war on terrorism has introduced a new factor in our national
security policy,” Rodman said. “The technological change in the
nature of war, which we' ve seenin Irag, leads the administration to
think about new ways of improving our effectiveness and capability
asanally and friend intheregion.”

Rodman contrasted situationsin Europe and the Pacific, saying the
European security model is more established and mature. “But in
the Asia-Pacific region, ... we see some more delicate conditions,
more fluid geopoalitical conditions, changing geopolitical realities,”
he said.

“We see China emerging. We see Japan and the Republic of Korea
looking at their defense needsin new ways. North Korea, of course,
isstill aproblem. We seetherise of 1slamist extremism in Southeast
Asia”

These devel opments re-emphasi ze the importance of theAmerican
security involvement in Asia. He called the United States presence
intheregion “acrucial determinant of peace.”

Fargo spoke about operationsin theregion. He said hiscommandis
“keenly focused on the K orean peninsula, where, although | believe
the likelihood of war is low, the stakes would be very high if war
occurred, and even higher if North Korea continues to pursue a
nuclear capability.”

North Koreaisthe biggest missile proliferator in the world, and the
danger is that the country would have no qualms about selling
nuclear technology along with its missiles. Fargo said such a
prospect would destabilize the situation in Northeast Asia.

“Our greatest fear, of course, is the nexus between terrorists and
weapons of massdestruction,” hesaid. “ Armed with these weapons,
‘undeterrable,” unaccountable enemies could inflict enormous
damage without warning. It is this sobering conclusion that
demonstrates the need for regional unity on a nuclear-free Korean
peninsula and requires multilateral cooperation irreversibly and
verifiably in North Korea’ s nuclear weapons program.”

Fargo said the global war on terror definitely has a Pacific theater of
operations. “Besidesour direct effortsagainst al Qaeda, we' ve been
focused on threatslike theAbu Sayyaf group in the Philippinesand
the Jamal Islamia, ... a foreign terrorist organization infecting
Southeast Asia,” he said. “Both of these terror groups are linked to
al Qaeda.”

Jamal Islamiawasimplicated inthe Bali bombingsin Indonesiaand
uses portions of that country for bases. “We're focused on the Ji
and are pleased with the cooperation of our friends in the region,

continued on page 10
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‘We don’t need to lose people’ to accidents, DoD

personnel chief asserts

by Gerry J. Gilmore, American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, June 27, 2003 —Aviation and other types of serious
accidents across DoD have gone up and the department’s senior
leaders have vowed to do something about it.

“Most accidents are preventable accidents,” David S.C. Chu, the
undersecretary of defense for personnel and readiness, declared
hereinaJune 27 interview.

Chu, who's leading DoD’s accident prevention effort, pointed to
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld’ sMay 19, 2003, memorandum
on the subject.

In his memo, Rumsfeld observed: “World-class organizations do
not tolerate preventable accidents. Our accident rates haveincreased
recently, and we need to turn this situation around.”

The secretary then challenged DoD’s military and civilian leaders
and rank and file “to reduce the number of mishaps and accident
rates by at least 50 percent in the next two years.”

Thesegoas“ areachievable,” Rumsfeld continued, “and will directly
increase our operational readiness. We owe no less to the men and
women who defend our nation.”

Military aviation accidents, Chu observed, have gone up. In fact, a

recent DoD news release noted that 82 personnel died in aviation
mishaps in fiscal 2002 —that’s 17 more fatalities than the previous
year.

Some accident prevention involves using common sense, Chu
observed. For example, he noted, sailors should know it'san unsafe
practiceto run across an aircraft carrier’ swet deck.

Chu also pointed out the department’s concern about fatalities and
injuries caused by motor vehicle accidents involving military and
civilians, on and off duty. Not drinking and driving, and using seat
belts, he observed, can greatly reduce deaths and injuries caused
from auto crashes.

Military and civiliansacross DoD should know that the main goal of
the accident-reduction campaign is to safeguard lives and prevent
injuries, Chu pointed out, instead of focusing on losses of equipment.

People, he asserted, come first.

Mishapskill and maim DoD’ s people, Chu observed, thereby making
the prevention of accidents “a serious issue.” Accidents, he
continued, also negatively impact military operations through
equipment damage and time-consuming investigations.

continued on page 11

DoD officialsdiscussAsia-Pacific region challenges continued

including investigations by the government of Indonesia to
apprehend and bring these terrorists to justice,” Fargo said. “Well
over 100 J members have been arrested or detained to date.”

Last year, Pacific Command helped the Philippine government in
their efforts against theAbu Sayyaf Group. “ That six- month effort
provided atemplate ... to help the Republic of the Philippinesdevelop
alasting counter-terrorist capability,” Fargo said.

The Balikatan ' 02 exercise was a success. He said Philippine army
operations killed leaders of the terror group and separated the
terrorists from the people. Normal activity has returned to Basilan
Island, once a stronghold of the group.

With activities spread over the largest geographical combatant
command, DoD isexamining changing thefootprint of U.S. forcesin
the region. In Korea, U.S. personnel will draw back from the
demilitarized zonefor thefirst timesincethearmisticein 1953. The
number of troopsin the country will remain about the same, officials
said, but the basing and possibly the mixture might change.

The same thing will take place globally, as DaoD officials continue
examining thelessons of recent operationsand theimpact technol ogy
has made on warfighting. “But one conclusion is clear from this
review, ... which is that a forward military presence still remains

necessary, not only militarily necessary but politically necessary,
because we have allies and friends who look to us for our
commitment, and forward presence has that political function,”
Rodman said.

But U.S. forward presencewill modernize, hetold thelegidators. “1t
needs to take the fullest advantage of new technologies, new
possibilities,” he said. “It needs to be flexible. One reason it needs
to beflexibleisthat we look at the theaters globally. We don’t look
at each theater inisolation.”

Rodman said DoD looks at theworld “ asatheater (of operations) in
which we want the flexibility to operate maybe one place, maybe
move forces from one place to another.”

DoD will also examine changing the capabilities. “We' relooking at
ways to diversify our overseas presence,” he said. “We know that
political conditions change. Having amultiplicity of optionsissmart
strategy, politically aswell asmilitarily.”

At its core, the review has the goal of enhancing, improving,
upgrading and modernizing the U.S. military presenceand itsability
to fight wars. “ The net result is meant to be astrong commitment to
our allies, amore effective ability to fulfill our commitments,” he
said.



by Rudi Williams, American
Forces Press Service

ARLINGTON, Va,, June 27,
2003 — The quest to account
for missing servicemen from
the Vietnam, Korean and
Cold War and World War 1l —“is unwavering, untiring and will not
fail!” Jerry D. Jennings told the audience during the 34th annual
National League of Familiesconclave here June 27.

The global war against terrorism, including Afghanistan and Irag,
will not diminish the nation’s effortsto account for the missing from
past conflicts, said Jennings, deputy assistant secretary of defense
for prisoner of war and missing personnel affairsand director of the
Defense POW/MIA Office.

Hewent onto say that missing service memberswill not beforsaken
in order to take care of those in harm’s way today.

To emphasi ze hiscomments, Jennings said, in May 2001, President
Bush spoke of “aspecial group of veterans; Americans still missing
and unaccounted for fromVietnam, Korea, the Cold War and World
War Il. They deserve and will have our best efforts to achieve the
fullest possible accounting and, alive or dead, to return them home
toAmerica”

Moreover, he quoted Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz,
who echoed the president’s commitment in January: The brave men
and women who serve in the war on terror “can do so with the full
confidencethat if they are captured, becomemissing or fall in battle,
thisnation will spare no effort to bring them home. That’s our solemn
pledge. However long it takes, whatever it takes, whatever the cost.”

“Our mission of the fullest possible accounting has not and will not

‘We don’t need to lose people’ to accidents, DoD
per sonnel chief assertscontinued

A DoD safety council — comprised of senior military and civilian
leaders — has been formed, Chu noted. That group, he said, is
studying methods, processes and strategies — including the
implementation of best business practices — to reduce accident
rates across the department in line with meeting the secretary’s
goals.

Also, service member and civilian ideas on accident prevention—to
include observations about dangerous types of equipment and gear
— will be sought out and considered.

The defense secretary’s desire to implement better accident-
prevention practices across DoD has been atop goa since he took
office, Chu remarked. He noted that he and the secretary want to
bring about a sea change in the department’s attitude and culture
regarding accident prevention.

“We don’'t need to lose people or to get people hurt ... these
accidentsare preventable,” Chu emphasized, adding, “ our real goal
is getting preventable accidents to zero.”

Nation will not forsake missing,
not stop seeking fullest accounting

OrdnanceReports/ June 30, 2003/ Page 11

be diminished by
combat operations
around the world,”
Jennings noted.

Hetold the gathering

of mothers, fathers,
sisters, brothers and other loved ones of missing servicemen that
Congress has made clear its desire that the mission to account for
themissing will not becut. “Infact,” hesaid, “much of our field work
and resources have actually increased because Congress supports
our mission. And they’ ve also specified that the manpower and the
budget of our agency (DPMO) will not be touched.”

DPMO has more than 600 men
and women of different
specialties working every day
around theworld to account for
themorethan 88,000Americans
who are missing from all
conflicts, the secretary said.

Jennings  then  asked
employees of his office to
stand to be recognized, to
audience applause. “Their
talents and specialties are so
varied — research, policy,
analysis, personnel recovery,
communications, security and
so on,” he noted.

“ Our mission of the fullest
possible accounting has not and
will not be diminished by
combat operations around the
world,” Jerry D. Jenningstold
member s of the National League
of Families during its 34th
annual conclave in Arlington,
Va., June 26-28. Photo by Rudi
Wiliams.

Healso recognized thelifelong
dedication of Ann Mills
Griffiths in moving the issue
forward on behalf of POW and
MIA families. Griffiths is the
executive director of National
League Families.

Noting that the first-ever DoD-wide personnel accounting
conference was held last January, Jennings said that included
government briefings and presentations by Griffiths and several
veterans organi zations representing millions of members.

“In another new initiative, I've invited senior policy level
representatives from Vietnam, Laos and Cambodiato attend POW/
MIA consultations in Bangkok, Thailand, in October,” Jennings
told the audience. “We plan to discuss lessons learned from the
past, craft strategies to advance the effort in Southeast Asia, and
forge together avision for the future.”

He foresees the countries exchanging ideas, fostering greater
cooperation and ultimately contributing to achieving the answers
toAmerica’'s and families’ questions about missing personnel.

Among other initiatives, DPMO is planning a veteran-to- veteran

continued on page 12



OrdnanceReports/ June 30, 2003/ Page 12

New military Web site onlineto help diagnose SARS

by Staff Sgt. Michele Hammonds

WASHINGTON (Army News Service, June 27, 2003) — TheArmed
Forces|nstitute of Pathology haslaunched anewWeb site designed
to address diagnostic issues surrounding the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome, better known as SARS.

The new site, www.afip.org/Departments/Pulmonary/SARY/, is
designed for physicians as well as the general public to receive an
overview of SARS, said Dr. Teri J. Franks, who |led the devel opment
project’ The SARS Web site follows in the footsteps of AFIP's
anthraxWeb site,” said Franks, associate chair of AFIP’'s Department
of Pulmonary and M ediastinal Pathology.

Frank said his staff created atemplate that enablesAFIP to develop
Web sites“ on emerging diseasesin atimely manner.”

The siteis also specifically designed to assist radiologists who are
often the first asked to diagnose a disease after a clinician seesthe
patient. Dr. Jeffrey Galvin, chief of AFIP's Division of Pulmonary
and Mediastinal Radiology, collaborated with Franksto provide an
understanding of the imaging of SARS.

"1 feltit wasvery important for aradiol ogist to understand what the
findingswerein SARS becauserecognitioniscrucial,” Galvin said.
“It spreads so rapidly and having a radiologist recognize and raise
the possibility of SARS could be the difference between it being
contained in the emergency room or spreading throughout the
country.”

AFIPradiologists and pathol ogiststeamed up with expertsfrom the
Department of Telemedicineto create templatesfor the anthrax and
SARSwebsites.

"Thenew SARS siteiseven easier to navigate and hasthe capability

An Israeli military tank patrols the area near the entrance to
the Jewish settlement of Netzarim in the Gaza Strip, Monday
June 30, 2003. Palestinian groups declared a limited cease-
firewith Israel, and Israeli tanks and troops pulled out of a
part of the Gaza Strip, boosting chances for a U.S-backed
Mideast peace plan. (AP Photo/Gadi Kabal o)

for usersto look at slidesaswell,” Galvin said.

Dr. AlettaAnn Frazier, aradiologist and medical illustrator for the
Department of Radiol ogic Pathology, created al of theillustrations
on the SARS and anthrax sites.

"] have very visionary doctors who know the value of teaching
through illustrations,” she said.

Fazier spent several weeks creating many illustrations and overlays
for both sites. While some medical illustrators base their drawings
from others or medical textbooks, Frazier |ooksno further than AFIP
Through her work at the Institute she has access to images,
photomicrographs and radiology cases within the Department of
Radiologic Pathol ogy.

"Medical illustrations fill out the
essential information that doctors
need toknow,” Frazier said. “| feel so
fortunate that | can carve out this
special part of my career becausethis
is just as important to me as the
practice of medicine.”

Nation will not for sakemissing, not stop seeking fullest
accounting continued

exchangein Southeast Asia. “ American veterans organi zations have
already offered support for this initiative,” he said. “We're
appreciative of their willingnessto join with usin what we believe
will beavery productiveinitiative.”

U.S. efforts to press for greater cooperation continues beyond
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, into Russia and other countries,
Jennings noted. For example, he said work with the Russian
government to clarify cases of American missing personnel fromthe
Vietnam War continues.

“Though we've not reached the point of dramatic breakthroughs,
I’'m encouraged by certain recent signalsfrom Moscow indicating a
moreforthright approach to working with usthan previousy shown,”
Jennings said.

For example, he said efforts are underway to allow declassification
of some Russian military records from the Vietham War era. “In
recent months, the Russians have provided us with excerpts of
classified materials that we're correlating with our own records
relating to American lossincidents,” Jennings said.

“Unfortunately, as long as nations have disagreements, there will
bewars,” he said. “We're not finished until the job is doneto bring
homeeveryAmericanwarrior.’
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South Korea Army will pick up some missions

by Robert Burns

WASHINGTON (AP) - Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld and his South Korean counterpart
agreed Friday to move ahead with the transfer of
some military missions from American to South
Korean forces.

No final decisions were made, but previous
discussions have involved transfer to the South
Koreans responsibility for countering North
Korean special operationsforces. That missionis
now carried out by Americans, including Army
units with Apache helicopters to monitor the
South’s coastline.

There dso hasbeen aproposal to give South Korea
the military meteorology mission donenow by U.S.
forces.

The United States al so wants South Koreato play
abigger rolein missile defense.

In talks at the Pentagon, Rumsfeld and South .S Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, right, escorts South Korea's

Korean Defense Minister Cho Young-kil also Minister of Defense Cho Young-gil, through the honor cordon at the Pentagon,
affirmed an agreement reached last month to Friday, June 27, 2003, in Washington.(AP Photo/Lawrence Jackson)

consolidate U.S. forces farther from the
Demilitarized Zone that separates North and South Korea.

It wasthe defense chiefs' first meeting since December. Rumsfeldis
expected to make his first visit to Seoul as defense secretary in
October for acelebration marking the 50th anniversary of the U.S.-
South Korean military alliance. The KoreanWar ended 50 years ago
in July, and U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps forces
have been stationed there ever since.

About 37,000 U.S. forces are posted in South Korea. Rumsfeld is
eager to rearrange the forces, in part to get them out of range of
North Korean artillery near the DM Z.

Themovement of U.S. forcesaway from the Demilitarized Zoneisto
happen in two steps. First, U.S. troops north of the Han River will
consolidate in the Camp Casey and Camp Red Cloud areas. In the
second phase they will move south to the area around Osan Air
Base, south of Seoul, and Camp Humphreys, southeast of Osan.
The main Air Force unit in South Koreais based at Osan.

The United States and South K orea have not agreed to atimetable
for moving the U.S. forces. The South K orean government wantsto
go slower, in part fearing a sudden move could lead to a flight of
international investment capital if markets should perceive it as
weakening South Korea's defenses.

In ajoint statement issued after their meeting, Rumsfeld and Cho
affirmed their goal of an alliancethat is*more capable, lessintrusive
in the lives of ordinary Koreans,” and reflective of South Korea's
increased economic strength.At the sametime, it must al so meet the

Bush administration’sdesireto rearrange U.S. forcesworldwidein
ways that make them more capable.

Rumsfeld and Cho also affirmed the goal of moving the U.S. 8th
Army garrison at Yongsan out of Seoul quickly. No date has been
set.

The two men a so discussed North Koreaand urged the communist
government to dismantle its nuclear weapons program verifiably
andirreversibly.

They noted with “ serious concern” North Korea' srecent statements
about possessing nuclear weapons and its threats to demonstrate
or transfer those weapons. They said they hoped the matter could
be resolved peacefully but agreed that diplomacy would haveto be
backed by military power.

Also attending the meeting on the U.S. side were Adm. Thomas
Fargo, commander of U.S. forcesin the Pacific; andArmy Gen. Leon
J. LaPorte, commander of U.S. forcesin Korea
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Unexploded ordnance in storage, waiting for disposal , in Mosul, Irag, during Operation Iragi Freedom, June 22, 2003.
U.S Army photo by Pvt. Daniel Meacham
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